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Berman; Charles A. Gonzalez; Jared
Polis; Susan A. Davis; Zoe Lofgren;
Judy Chu; Nancy Pelosi; John Conyers,
Jr.; Lucille Roybal-Allard; Michael M.
Honda; Barbara Lee; Gene Green; Raul
Grijalva; James P. Moran; Eleanor
Holmes Norton; Bill Pascrell, Jr.; Jan-
ice Hahn; Peter Welch; José E.
Serrano; Betty McCollum; Ruben Hino-
josa; Lois Capps; Yvette D. Clarke;
Laura Richardson; Silvestre Reyes;
Hansen Clarke; Terri Sewell; Jerrold
Nadler; Bob Filner; Dennis Cardoza;
Frederica Wilson; Charles B. Rangel;
Edolphus ‘“Ed” Towns; Jan Scha-
kowsky; Jackie Speier; Gregorio Kilili
Camacho Sablan; Maxine Waters;
Bobby L. Rush; Pedro R. Pierluisi;
Carolyn B. Maloney; Gwen Moore; Lou-
ise M. Saughter; Ted Deutch; Chaka
Fattah; Rick Larsen; Jim McDermott;
George Miller; Henry C. “Hank’ John-
son, Jr.; John Lewis; John W. Olver;
James P. McGovern; Joe Baca; Rush
Holt; Robert A. Brady; Eni
Faleomavaega; Adam Smith; Al Green;
Grace F. Napolitano; Earl Blumenauer;
John Garamendi; John B. Larson; Jesse
L. Jackson, Jr.; Doris O. Matsui; Keith
Ellison; Fortney ‘‘Pete’ Stark; Dennis
J. Kucinich; Lloyd Doggett; Corrine
Brown; Linda Sanchez; Gregory Meeks;
Sam Farr; Gary C. Peters; Eliot L.
Engel; Lynn Woolsey; Ed Pastor; Mau-
rice Hinchey; Albio Sires; Mike
Quigley; Loretta Sanchez; Danny K.
Davis; Nita Lowey; Mike Thompson;
Anna Eshoo; Marcy Kaptur; David
Cicilline; Russ Carnahan; Nydia M.
Valazquez; Chris Van Hollen; Steve
Israel; Diana DeGette; Edward J. Mar-
key; Henry A. Waxman; Karen Bass;
Jim Costa; Steve Cohen; Henry Cuellar;
Barney Frank; Ben Ray Lujan; Sheila
Jackson Lee; Robert C. ‘“‘Bobby’’ Scott.

———
HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor once again to reiterate
Federal law, a law that was passed in
1982, called the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act, and the amendments offered in
1987, which said that Yucca Mountain
would be the long-term geological re-
pository for our nuclear waste in this
country. It’s unfortunate that I have to
keep coming down on the floor to ad-
dress this issue because of the adminis-
tration’s position to defund, derail,
stop, and to actually break Federal
law.

To do that, not only do I just talk
about the legal aspects of the Federal
law, but I have been going around the
country, identifying locations where
we currently have high-level nuclear
waste, and have been asking the basic
question: Would you rather have it at
location A or at location B?

So, today, we return to Pennsyl-
vania, to a power plant called Lim-
erick. Limerick has 1,143 metric tons of
uranium spent fuel on site. At Lim-
erick, the waste is stored above the
ground in pools and in casks. It is 20
feet above the groundwater, and it is
on the Schuylkill River, which is 40
miles from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
That is where we currently store high-
level nuclear waste.
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Now, compare that to where we
should by Federal law store high-level
nuclear waste—in a place defined in
law under the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act: Yucca Mountain, in Nevada. This
tells you it’s a government job. We’ve
only been working on it for about 30
years, and we’ve only spent about $15
billion to study, research, and ascer-
tain that Yucca Mountain is a suitable
location.

So, at Yucca Mountain, since we’ve
spent approximately 30 years and $15
billion, how much nuclear waste do we
have on site? Zero.

If we had it, where would it be
stored? It would be stored 1,000 feet un-
derground. It would be stored 1,000 feet
above the water table, and it would be
over 100 miles from the Colorado River.
There is no safer place in the country,
and there is no more studied location
than Yucca Mountain. It just makes
sense.

What is a better location: next to a
major river that feeds into the major
metropolitan area of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, or underneath a moun-
tain in a desert? I would submit to you
that underneath a mountain in a desert
is the proper location.

So what is the holdup? Well, the
holdup is the Senator from Nevada,
HARRY REID. More compelling are the
other Senators from his party who are
allowing Senator REID to block this,
which is a detriment to their own
States. We are going to talk about two
in particular, but we’re looking at four
Senators from two States—Senator
CASEY, Senator TOOMEY, Senator
MANCHIN, and Senator ROCKEFELLER.

Senator TOOMEY is already on record
as supporting Yucca Mountain. In fact,
I quote him here:

The alternative is what we have
now—highly radioactive waste located
at 131 sites in 39 States, including nu-
clear power plants close to the Lehigh
Valley. That cannot be as safe and se-
cure as burying this stuff deep in
Yucca Mountain.

The other Senator is quoted, but has
got question marks here because, in his
being a Senator for 5% years, we don’t
know his position of whether he thinks
storing high-level nuclear waste at
Limerick is a better plan than placing
it underneath a mountain in a desert.
He understands the concern and the
need.

He is quoted as saying:

As a Senator from a State with nine com-
mercial reactors—this being one—and 10 mil-
lion people living within 50 miles of those re-
actors, I can tell you that nuclear security is
extremely important to Pennsylvanians.

So my question is, which is the ques-
tion posed here: Will you state a posi-
tion on whether you think Yucca
Mountain is that location since it’s in
Federal law?

Overall, why is this important? As
I've been coming down to the floor for
the past year and a half, we’ve done a
tally sheet of where Senators stand
based upon their votes or their public
comments. We have 55 Senators who
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say, yes, Yucca Mountain is the place
we ought to go. Of course, if you follow
closely in the parliamentary processes
between the two Chambers, you really
need 60 to move a bill in the Senate.
It’s over five short. We need Senator
CASEY to get on record in support of
Yucca Mountain.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF NORTH
CAROLINA STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE WILLIAM L. WAINWRIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to North
Carolina’s State Representative Wil-
liam L. Wainwright, whose earthly
journey has ended.

Representative Wainwright died on
Tuesday of this week, July 17, 2012, at
the age of 64, after a brief illness. Rep-
resentative Wainwright was a dear per-
sonal friend and leader in the First
Congressional District.

Representative Wainwright was dep-
uty democratic leader of the North
Carolina House of Representatives, and
was formerly the speaker pro tempore
of the House. In each position, Rep-
resentative Wainwright was the first
African American to hold the position.

In addition to serving the citizens of
Craven and Lenoir Counties as their
representative for the past 21 years,
Representative Wainwright was a
tenured pastor and presiding elder of
the New Bern District of the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. His
ministry touched thousands of people
in his home communities of New Bern,
Havelock, and Harlowe. For more than
40 years, Representative Wainwright
taught God’s word in pulpits all across
America. He counseled those in need.
He visited the sick and was a friend to
all.

In the general assembly, Representa-
tive Wainwright was a leader among
leaders. He was chairman of the Legis-
lative Black Caucus. He served as vice
chairman of the Finance Committee.
He was also a member of the Commerce
and Job Development Subcommittee
on Business and Labor, the Committees
on Health and Human Services, Home-
land Security, Military and Veterans
Affairs, even the Committee on Insur-
ance.

North Carolina Governor Bev Perdue
said this of Representative Wain-
wright:

Whether he was in the pulpit or the legisla-
ture, William Wainwright’s priorities were
without question and his devotion without
peer.
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He served the Lord and the people of North
Carolina with courage, with humility, and
with love. He and I arrived at the general as-
sembly about the same time, from neigh-
boring districts. He was wiser in the ways of
both politics and the human spirit. Ever
since, and up to his last days, I relied on his
invaluable counsel, and I will always treas-
ure his friendship. Heaven is a richer place
today.
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Those were the words of North Caro-
lina Governor Bev Perdue.

County Commissioner Johnnie Samp-
son in Craven County, North Carolina
said:

He worked around the clock for the history
education center, and he was able to get
things done. He wanted to help people who
could not help themselves.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, it must be
said today that North Carolina is bet-
ter because of the life and work of Wil-
liam Wainwright. William had endless
energy and deep passion for the people
he served. We will miss this giant of a
man. May God bless his memory and
provide comfort to his beloved family
and his community.

———

IN HONOR OF PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS BRANDON D. GOODINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. WESTMORELAND) for 5
minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
I come before you today with a great
sadness, but with a sense of pride to
honor one of Georgia’s own heroes, Pri-
vate First Class Brandon D. Goodine.
On June 7, Brandon gave the ultimate
sacrifice when his unit was attacked
with an improvised explosive device by
enemy forces in Maiwand district of
Kandahar province in Afghanistan
while he was supporting Operation En-
during Freedom.

Brandon was a beloved father. He was
a husband, a brother, and a son. He was
taken from us much too soon, but not
without accomplishing some great
things. He believed that his greatest
accomplishment was his 3-year-old
daughter, Kathryn.

Brandon became a father at a young
age, but devoted his life to making sure
Kathryn had everything she needed. In
fact, his reason for joining the Army
was so that he could be sure that she
was going to be taken care of. Her
birth gave him direction and purpose in
life, helping him believe he could ac-
complish anything. Everything that
Brandon did was for Kathryn.

Giving everything 110 percent is what
Brandon did. He was just an all-around
great guy striving to make something
of himself. Brandon attended Henry
County High School and later joined
the Navy ROTC at Greenville High
School.

On May 2, 2011, he joined the Army
and proudly served as a scout with
Bravo Troop, Fourth Battalion, 73rd
Calvary Regiment of the 82nd Airborne
Division from Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina. In his unit, he was a brother to
his fellow paratroopers. They remem-
ber not only laughing and having fun
with him, but his kindness and gen-
erosity that he showed them.

Going out of his way to volunteer or
help someone was not unusual for
Brandon. On June 7, he was assigned to
a mission to prevent the enemy from
freely attacking peaceful communities
in Afghanistan. He bravely gave his life
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doing what he did best—helping others
and giving them a chance for a better
life.

His commitment to his daughter, his
family, and our country inspired his
older brother, Christopher, to enlist in
the Army 3 months later. Brandon’s
mother, Mandy, said she was not only
proud to be his mother, but a friend. He
was a hero to his family, a role model
for his three sisters, a beloved son, a
brother, a loving father, and a dedi-
cated husband to his wife, Nicole.

One of the biggest tributes to Bran-
don’s life has been the support from the
community. When Brandon was being
transported home for the last time,
flags were placed along the road to
honor him in his sacrifice. He was laid
to rest on June 18 by his close friends
and family in McDonough, Georgia.

I’'m proud to stand here before you to
honor the life of Brandon C. Goodine
and to thank him for his service to our
country. Brandon has left a lasting im-
pression on those he has touched, and
his bravery will never be forgotten.

Joan and I wish to extend our deepest
sympathy to Mandy, Dwayne, Kathryn,
Nicole, and all of Brandon’s family and
friends. We will never forget his great
sacrifice for his Nation so that we may
all live free.

———

GLOBAL WARMING IS REAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, if anec-
dotal evidence were science, I would be
standing here proclaiming that global
warming is real, just step outside. It is
severely  hot, oppressive, simply
unenjoyable. Often, I feel as if I'm
standing behind an 18-wheeler blowing
heat and exhaust in my face. But no,
I'm just walking my dogs in Chicago no
less. Chicago, the city of snow. Yes,
snow, the stuff that emboldened those
who said that global warming was a
farce. ‘““Just think about that snow
piled up against your door,” they said.

But global warming is part of a larg-
er climate crisis—climate change. It is
something the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists say includes such events as
more extreme storms, more severe
droughts, deadly heat waves, rising sea
levels, and more acidic oceans, to name
a few. You might have noticed I'm cit-
ing the Union of Concerned Scientists,
not the group of folks who notice
anecdotally that the weather was ex-
treme. It would do us good to heed the
words of science and not the remarks
of a few casual observers.

I don’t make my case that global
warming is real because it’s hot, just
as it doesn’t follow that global warm-
ing isn’t real when it’s cold. Extreme
weather is climate change. Over 200
peer-reviewed scientific studies have
concluded that global warming is real
and potentially catastrophic. No sci-
entific peer-reviewed studies have
found the opposite—none.

As of July 3, 56 percent of the conti-
nental United States was experiencing
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drought conditions. This marks the
largest area affected by drought in the
12-year record kept by the TU.S.
Drought Monitor. Scientists note that
temperature records reveal a long-term
trend for warming that has been pick-
ing up speed. The first decade of this
century was the warmest on record, ac-
cording to NOAA’s State of Climate in
a 2010 report. It is real because science
tells us so.

We have sustained 1,644 record heat
days from January to June of 2012. We
have endured 631 days of record rain-
fall. We have shoveled our way out of
98 days of record snowfall. The pro-
longed heat wave this past spring in-
cluded the hottest March since record-
keeping began in 1894. There were 671
records that were broken, according to
the National Weather Service. April
marked the end of the warmest 12-
month stretch ever in the United
States.

What does all this snow, rain, heat,
drought, ocean acidity, and raging for-
est fires mean? Scientists say it’s glob-
al warming. Scientists say that our
warming climate is causing more and
more extreme weather events, and they
can and will get worse by our inaction.

Several weeks of snowmageddon,
which prompted taunts of Al Gore by
Congress, do not disprove scientific
fact. At the same time, the brutality of
today’s untenable heat does not solid-
ify my stance any more than the snow
disproves Al Gore. Local temperatures
taken as individual data points have
nothing to do with the long-term trend
of global warming.

To get a real hand on global reading,
scientists rely on changes in weather
over a long period of time. Looking at
high- and low-temperature data from
recent decades shows that new record
highs occur nearly twice as often as
new record lows.

So, no, my belief in global warming
isn’t sprung from a conversation with
my neighbor nor a straw poll of people
I'm sitting and sweating with at a Cubs
game. My belief in global warming is
borne of a respected acknowledgement
of sound science that tells us that glob-
al warming is real.

As Winston Churchill said, ‘I never
worry about action, but only about in-
action.” My concern—my fear—is that
we have gone too far to save the planet
we’ve neglected to protect because
we’ve traded science for reading the
wind.

Global warming is real, and the ex-
treme weather and sound science dem-
onstrate that this is so. Let us know
the crippling fear of inaction no longer.

—
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THE 38TH ANNIVERSARY OF
INVASION OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today not only as a Member of this es-
teemed body, but also as a member of
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